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Assessment – Math 
Components of Math Makes Sense drawn together into an assessment scheme for a 
unit… Options for teachers of intermediate mathematics. 
 

Where it occurs MMS Feature & how to use it for 
assessment purposes 

Type of Assessment data 
gathered & why we like it 

Before the unit 
begins 

Launch Task 
 
A very brief task that asks specific 
questions about background 
knowledge.  The task is repeated at 
the end of the unit in the form of a 
performance task. 
 

Diagnostic assessment 
 
Gives information on what 
children already know and can 
do – assists in planning for the 
unit 
 

During the lesson Explores 
 
• Open-ended tasks designed to 

allow children the opportunity to 
explore the key concept for the 
day. 

• Choose one group of students to 
focus your attention on (5-6 kids) 

• Take good notes on these 5-6. 
• Listen for specific language 
• Observe for specific behaviours, 

indicators of conceptual 
understanding 

 

Formative assessment 
 
Informs what we will do in our 
teaching – for whole groups, for 
small groups 
 
Allows for “just in time” teaching 
 
Consider photographs of 
students working as artifact 

During the lesson 
(practice) 

Assessment Focus Questions 
 
• Questions need to be answered 

with numbers, pictures and words, 
explained fully 

• Open-ended questions include 
more kids 

• Step-By-Step Masters provided to 
support students 

• Look to teacher’s guide for an 
indication of what you’re looking 
for in terms of content. 

 

Formative Assessment 
 
Gives a snapshot of what 
children know. 
 
Allows for a whole-class sample. 
 
Accommodates those kids who 
may not volunteer in the whole 
group discussions. 
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Where it occurs MMS Feature & how to use it for 
assessment purposes 

Type of Assessment data gathered 
& why we like it 

After the lesson 
(practice) 

Reflect Question 
 
• Prompts ask kids to connect to 

the big idea of the lesson. 
• Encourages “non-fiction writing” 

diagrams, words, examples, 
justification, labels, numbers, 
expressions, etc 

• Teacher’s Guide includes a 
sample response. 

 

Formative/Summative 
 
Provides a writing sample (print 
artifact)  
 
Forces meta-cognition and 
summarizing 
 
Highlights communication aspect 
(think Performance Standards) 

After the Unit Show What You Know 
 
• Can serve as either a review or 

an end-of-unit test. 
• Lesson numbers appear in the 

margin to indicate where the 
topic was covered. 

• Consider using this as an “open-
book” test, and encourage 
children to use their text as a 
resource – checking the 
connects, the previous examples 
and the glossary when necessary. 

 

Summative 
 
An authentic assessment tool, 
since it looks like the math the kids 
have done to that point, includes 
all the same language, etc. 
 
If done as an open-book test, kids 
can access the Connects for the 
pertinent lessons – which allows 
them to use the text as reference. 
 

After the Unit Unit Test 
 
• A more traditional test.  Covers 

the same content as the Show 
What You Know, but is only 
available in the Teacher’s Guide. 

Summative 
 
Paper-pencil test.  Can enlarge 
the text, delete questions, even 
change the spacing or the 
numbers as needed. 
 
As with any test, this may lead to 
anxiety on the part of your 
students, since it is a “surprise”. 

After the Unit Unit Problem 
 
This is a repeat of the Launch Task (a 
second go, now that the children 
have had experience with the 
content.) Each Unit Problem has a 
customized Numeracy Performance 
Standard to match it. 

Summative 
 
This is a Performance Task, for 
which the children must 
demonstrate their learning through 
application.  Like the lessons, this 
work is often done in groups. 
 


