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French Book List for Math  & what to do with them 
 
Alice la fée by David Shannon 
 
Alice is a fairy in training.  As she learns to 
make magic, she has many adventures.  
The math to be explored in this book is 
rich, and suggested by the pictures – 
including making cookies disappear…  A 
wide range of problems could be posed 
from this story – any involving “magical 
change” from one amount to another…  
 
Consider addition, subtraction, even 
groups of multiplication situations (Alice 
utilize sa baguette pour doubler les 4 
grenouilles.  Combien y-a-t’il de 
grenouilles maintenant?) 

 

  
Les bisous by Angèle Delaunois  
 
This is a sweet story about all the kisses a 
little girl gets throughout her day.  He 
mother tells her that a kiss a day is like 
medicine…  At the end of the story, she 
“counts by threes” when she receives 
kissies on her belly button.   
 
The math in this book involves counting, 
and could be extended to include 
problem contexts for counting by threes 
(which is HARD!).   
Consider posing a problem like:  
La petite fille reçoit un bisou par jour pour 
toute une semaine.  Combien de bisous 
est-ce-qu’elle a reçu? 
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Un canard à bicyclette by David Shannon 
 
This is a translation of Duck on a Bike, a 
fantastic book with images rife with 
opportunity for inferring.  The math in this 
book comes when the neighbourhood 
children arrive at the farm on bikes and all 
the animals go riding.  A How many ways 
problem is perfect here: 
 
“Il-y-a 14 roues dans la cour.  Quels 
vehicules peuvent-être dans la cour?” 

 

  
Les trente-six chats de Marie Tatin by 
Sylvie Chausse and François Crozat 
 
A lonely woman looking for friends asks for 
help from a fortune teller. Following her 
advice she chants into the night air – and 
magically 36 new friends arrive… all of 
them cats!  The math in this book is rife 
with possibility – think addition (How many 
ways can you make 36?), think 
multiplication (How many feet on 36 cats?  
How many ears?), think measurement (If 
all the cats lined up for pie and they are 
75 cm long with their tails – how long 
would the line stretch in meters?), think 
data management (Find the average 
length of a cat…) 

 

  
Le garcon qui aimait les bananes by 
George Elliott 
 
Mathieu watches the monkeys at the zoo 
and decides to eat bananas like them… 
for every meal.  After a week he starts to 
turn into a monkey!  Try posing problems 
involving counting by 2’s, 5’s (Mathieu 
mange 2 bananes à chaque répas.  
Combien mange-t-il dans une journée?  
Dans une semaine? Dans un mois?)   
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La reine de la récré by Alexis O’Neill 
 
Suzie Chipie is the terror of the 
playground.  She bullies everyone until 
one day, an invitation comes… 
 
On the playground, there are tons of 
math problems that present themselves – 
in the images and situations pictured. 
Consider a doubling problem as one of 
them – 2 girls start skipping, then 2 more 
join them, then each of the 4 calls 
another friend…  You get the idea.   
 

 

  
Olivia et sa fanfare by Ian Falconer  
 
We all love Olivia…   
When she decides to attend the fireworks, 
she goes in style, creating her own 
uniform and one-girl-band.  The math in 
this book is in the possibilities stemming 
from the brass band theme.  Consider a 
problem like “Il y a 24 joueurs dans la 
fanfare.  Dans combien de manières 
peuvent-ils s’arranger en rangées?” 
  

  
À taaable! By Nathalie Ferraris  
 
The boy in this book hates vegetables and 
LOVES candy.  With big pictures and fairly 
simple language, the images tell his likes 
and dislikes clearly.  The math in this book 
connects to data management – I 
imagine children doing surveys of their 
classmates, asking about their favourite – 
and least favourite – foods.  I’d suggest 
that there is a connection here to 
probability in terms of combinations – “Il 
doit manger 3 légumes et il peut choisir 3 
friandises par jour.  Combien de 
combinaisons peut-il faire?” 
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Frisson L’écureuil by Mélanie Watt 

 
 

Frisson l’écureuil (Scaredy Squirrel)  is afraid of 
everything and has developed several elaborate 
plans for avoiding danger. The Frisson series models 
nonfiction writing in an engaging way. The stories 
can be used for exploring time  and elapsed time, 
mapping, and sequencing.   The nonfiction 
features of this book series can be used as 
examples for children’s own math journal entries.  

Looking Down by Steve Jenkins 

 

This wordless book begins in outer space, and in a 
series of illustrations, focuses in on the city, a 
neighborhood, streets, a house, a front yard, and 
finally, on the spots  on a ladybug’s back. The 
math in this book involves notions of scale and 
mapping. 

Flotsam by David Wiesner 

  

In this wordless book, an underwater world is 
explored through the lens of a camera washed up 
on a beach.  The photographs inside show children 
holding photographs of other children, who 
holding photographs of children, and so on, and so 
on. The math in this book focuses on magnification 
rate [ factors and multiples ] and notions of time  [ 
seasons, years and decades ]. 

  
365 Pinguins by  Jean-Luc Fromental 

 

On the first day of January, there is a knock on a 
family’s door. At the door as a deliveryman with a 
package. Inside the package is a penguin! Each 
subsequent day of the year another penguin 
arrives until the penguins take over the house…   As 
the family struggles to arrange and feed the 
penguins a great deal of math happens.   


